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     Atlanta, Georgia

Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen,


Welcome to the Centennial Dinner of the Court of Appeals of Georgia, and to the Georgia Aquarium.


Tonight, we celebrate history.  History is a sense of journey and a sense of purpose.  The journey of the Court of Appeals has been nothing short of fulfilling - fulfilling of both its mission and its purpose.  The journey has also been enriching to the citizens we serve, and to the lives of those of us who have been and are privileged to serve on this  great Court.



History is...




Birth and death;




  Local and global;




   Temporary and enduring;




     Singular and diverse;




       Symbolic and real;




         Sadness and joy;




           Serendipitous and purposeful;




              War and peace;





     Justice and injustice.



If history is...



Empty, it is also fulfilling




  A song, then it is also a dance




   Vague, it is also well-defined




      Misperception, it is also perception




      Midnight, it is also high noon




         Old, it is also new




           Simple, it is also complex




             Remembering, it is also forgetting




               Conservative, it is also liberal




                  The setting sun, it is also the dawning day.


History is also you and I.  It is our strengths and our weaknesses.  As we gather here to celebrate the One Hundredth Anniversary of the founding of our Court, let our hearts be pure; let our minds be sharp; let our intentions be clear:  there shall be no retreat from those inseparable twins of liberty and justice.


We hope that you enjoy yourselves during this wonderful and exciting evening.







John H. Ruffin, Jr.







Chief Judge, The Court of Appeals







 of Georgia


